
The why, what and how 
of self publishing

Why self publish?
For a host of very good reasons!

•	 Retain control of your work 
•	 Get it in the public domain
•	 Keep 100% of the profits 
•	 Further your career
•	 Hold on to your rights

With the traditional publishing houses facing financial constraints, streamlining their publishing lists and 
concentrating on high-profile authors, it has become increasing difficult for aspiring authors to find a publishing 
deal. However, that doesn’t mean there is no hope! With independent and self publishing so much more 
accessible, you can now go ahead and just do it yourself.

By self publishing your book with Tricorn you will have a professionally produced, finished product that will 
sit well on any bookshop shelf. You will also have a first class product to send to the large publishing houses, 
increasing your chances 10-fold of it being picked up. In the meantime, you can sell your book to ease the cash 
flow. Equally, you can test the market by getting a small print run, or if you have a winner on your hands, you 
can invest in a larger print run and start recouping some of your investment.

A win-win situation

What happens?
The publishing process

1. Finished manuscript
At last! You’ve finished your manuscript and are excited about getting it into production. What we advise you 
proofread it, edit; proof again, edit again; and then proof again. 

2. How much will it cost?
We will give you a price to publish and/or design your work (see the pricing page on our website), and an 
estimate of the print options. 

3. Agreement
Once you decide to appoint Tricorn Books, we will send you a publishing agreement. The agreement confirms 
costs and specifications and sets out responsibilities for all parties. Where possible, it will also include timings.

4. Payment
We ask for 50% payment of fees on appointment, preferably in electronic format. The balance is payable on 
final approval of the artwork, and before it is placed into production. The cost of print is payable, in full before 
the work is placed in the print process.

5. Manuscript
Send us your finished manuscript in a Word document. If you would like us to have this professionally proofread 
and/ or edited, then we can provide a separate estimate for this service. Or, if you are old school, we can give 
you an estimate to type up hand written work.



6. Images
Provide images as hi-resolution JPEGs or Tiffs in a separate file to the text. Clearly indicate in the text where 
each image should go and supply any captions in a separate Word document. 

7. Design 
A book is judged by its cover, so it is important to get this right. Authors often have a good idea of how they 
see the front cover so we will work with you to produce what you want. If you have an image you wish to use, 
then that’s a great start, if not, we can discuss other design ideas or alternatives image sources. (There may be 
cost implications when using image banks). But it’s not just the front cover that is important, the back cover, 
and accompanying blurb, is equally critical and can turn a browse into a buy.

8. Layout
Typesetting is the process of preparing a manuscript for printing; good typesetting will optimise the readability 
of your work. Font type, style, position and spacing are all important considerations. Clean, finished text is 
also important as any changes, once laid out can create errors. Images, captions, tables, graphs are placed in 
the text or in sections at this stage. 

9. It might go a little quiet!
Once we have all the copy and images we will get on and do our thing, working up cover designs and laying 
out the internal pages. This should take no longer than two to three weeks, depending on the size and scale 
of the project.

10. Author amends
Once we have finished, we will send a first draft over electronically, as a PDF for you to check. We try to limit 
author amends to a couple of rounds, as we have found that unseen errors can occur too easily. 

11. Proofs
Electronic proofs will be sent for you to sign off and approve, before being placed in the print process. We can 
supply printed proofs, however, there may be a small charge for this. At this stage we require the 50% balance 
of our fees, plus 100% payment for printing. 

12. The big day!!!
Finally, after all your hard work and investment it’s delivery day and the books arrive. You are now a published 
author, with a copy of your work available world-wide. Congratulations. It’s time to enjoy the fruits of your 
labour, after all, you’re worth it!

How?
That’s the easy bit, contact Dan or Gail for an initial chat, and the rest as they say will be history!

02393 430 038
07786 184 505

enquiries@tricornbooks.co.uk 
www.tricornbooks.co.uk


